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Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues here

assembled join me in saluting Charles-Russell
International for its spirit and vitality as a pro-
gressive employer. It is fitting that on its 25
anniverary Charles-Russell plans to announce
an innovative salary and employee health ben-
efit plan. The company is to be praised for re-
warding and motivating hard work and loyalty
among its many employees.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, much
has been said in the U.S. Congress regarding
events in the eastern part of the Ottoman Em-
pire toward the end of World War I. Yet I urge
my colleagues to consider all sides and not
rush to judgment.

Many of my colleagues condemn Turkey
and its predecessor, the Ottoman Empire, for
perpetrating genocide against its Christian Ar-
menian population 80 years ago. Genocide is
the most heinous of crimes, and before we
make such charges, we should be absolutely
certain of the facts.

Many of our Nation’s renowned historians
and academics specializing in Ottoman history
tell us that the events in question require more
scholarly study. Historical evidence does not
justify the genocide charge. While it is not dis-
puted that Armenians died in eastern Anatolia
during the period from 1915–1922, over 2 mil-
lion Turks and other non-Christians also died.
Although many died as a result of intercom-
munal fighting, many more died because of
starvation and epidemic disease.

No reasonable person can dispute the un-
fortunate events in eastern Anatolia some 80
years ago. But do we dare ignore the deaths
of 2 million non-Christian people, many at the
hands of Armenian revolutionary groups who
had allied themselves with Russian forces
which were invading Ottoman land for terri-
torial gains?

Ottoman responsibility lies in the Empire’s
inability to protect its civilian population, Chris-
tian and Moslem alike, from threats of wide-
scale fighting, famine, and disaster.

There is little to be gained from inflaming
past animosities, which are invariably ground-
ed in the complex political and military dynam-
ics of the time. It is far more productive for all
parties to look toward the future. Armenia and
Turkey would only benefit from improved rela-
tions. Turkey was among the first countries to
recognize Armenia upon its secession from
the Soviet Union. Just after taking office, Turk-
ish Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz emphasized
Turkey’s readiness to develop close relations
and cooperation with Armenia in every field
once the Nagorno-Karbagh conflict is re-
solved. He also expressed his government’s
determination and willingness to open the bor-
der posts with Armenia once the declaration of
principles is reached between Armenia and
Azerbaijan regarding the settlement of the
conflict. Armenian President Ter Petrosian,
while addressing the Association of Armenian
Manufacturers and Businessmen last March
noted Turkey’s importance as an economic
partner for his country, referring to Turkey as
Armenia’s shortest path to the outside world.

The U.S. Congress should encourage
progress in Turkish-Armenian relations. Any
efforts which would hinder these develop-
ments inevitably threaten Armenia’s economic
viability.

Western interests are served through the
stabilization of the Caucasus. The Caspian
Sea region contains oil and gas reserves sec-
ond only to the Middle East. A pipeline pass-
ing from Azerbaijan through Armenia and Tur-
key to markets in the West would not only cre-
ate an important alternative energy source for
the West, but also would create necessary
conditions for economic growth and develop-
ment for the region. Commercial cooperation
would lead to enhanced relations. By providing
economic strength, this pipeline would also
ensure the independence of new states, and
would help bolster democracy and democratic
institutions.

Mr. Speaker, now is the time for all states
in the Caucasus, Muslim and Christian, to put
their differences behind them and work to-
gether for a prosperous future. I urge my col-
leagues interested in stability in the Caucasus
to oppose any efforts to undermine regional
cooperation.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on Friday,
March 22, 1996, a happy outing at the beach
ended in tragedy and grief for a father and his
two young sons. The father, a surfing enthu-
siast, brought along his sons, aged 3 and 5,
to Talofofo Bay, one of the most popular surf-
ing spots in my home district, Guam. Since
the water was rough that day, many surfers
were drawn to the bay. The two boys played
at the water’s edge while the father challenged
the waves on his surfboard.

Sometime after lunch, several people no-
ticed that the two boys were gone. Their father
was still surfing, but the boys were nowhere in
sight. Word soon spread along the beach that
two small boys were missing, and a search
began. Police and Fire Rescue were called,
and the search widened. At approximately 2
p.m. the 3-year-old was found floating face
down in the water. He was unresponsive, but
was later revived and transported to the hos-
pital. The search for his older brother contin-
ued until nightfall and was resumed at day-
break the next day. The body of the 5-year-old
was recovered just before 9 a.m.

As islanders, the people of Guam are par-
ticularly sensitive to water-related tragedies
such as this, especially when they involve chil-
dren and youngsters. This incident received
considerable media attention from the initial
call for help to the discovery of the second lit-
tle boy’s body the next day. News accounts
credited an unidentified surfer with the rescue
of the first little boy.

I wish to share that surfer’s name because
he truly is a lifesaver and merits this recogni-
tion. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Ray Lujan is well-known
within Guam’s surfing community, but he is
not one to seek publicity for himself or sing his
own praises. He much prefers the sun on his
back and a good wave under his surfboard.
During the many years that he has spent pur-

suing the waves, Mr. Lujan has witnessed
many water-related tragedies. To his credit,
many of the near tragedies are just that, be-
cause Mr. Lujan got involved. He has rescued
swimmers who were swept over the reef. He
has pulled drowning swimmers and surfers out
of the water and brought them safely back to
shore.

In this incident, Mr. Lujan not only discov-
ered the 3-year-old. In a desperate bid to keep
death from claiming a victim, he also per-
formed mouth-to-mouth resuscitation on the lit-
tle boy, even though he has had no prior train-
ing. Today, that little boy is alive and well on
his way to a full recovery. The Guam Fire De-
partment has since nominated Mr. Lujan for
an award recognizing his admirable and self-
less contribution to the rescue of this young
boy.

Mr. Speaker, I take great pride and pleasure
in praising Mr. Ray Lujan and in commending
him for being a valuable member of the Guam
community. I am confident that Mr. Lujan’s hu-
manitarianism will remain forever as deep as
his enthusiasm for surfing.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to two outstanding young women
from Edison School in Stickney, IL, who were
the winners in the American Legion, Stickney
Post’s Sixth Annual Oratorical Contest for
eighth grade students.

Sarah Ellen Jones received a medal and a
check for $50 for her oration on the duties and
obligations of a citizen under the U.S. Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights, Sara Chapin, the
runner-up, received $25. Other participants in
the contest were Allen Aguilar and Gregory
Biziarek of Home School in Stickney and Julie
LaPointe and Jacqueline Galvan of St. Pius X
School in Stickney.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate these fine young
people for participating in this important exer-
cise in civics and wish them continued suc-
cess as they develop into the leaders of the
future.
f
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Carol Berger for her
leadership in spearheading community activ-
ism and civic volunteerism throughout Kew
Gardens, NY. Carol has worked tirelessly to
improve the quality of life in numerous neigh-
borhoods, often doing more than what was
needed to successfully serve her community.
I have always admired the civic-minded spirit
that has thrived in Queens and feel especially
proud of Carol for energizing community par-
ticipation that has established Kew Gardens
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